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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THIEU, MAY 22, 1970. 

1. I CALLED ON PRESIDENT THIEU AT HIS REQUEST. HE WAS ANXIOUS 
TO HAVE MY IMPRESSIONS OF THE CURRENT SITUATION IN THE UNITED 
STATES. HE WAS INTERESTED IN THE EXTENT OF THE ANTI-WAR^ ^ 
DEMONSTRATIONS AND WHAT EFFECT, IF ANT, intst ruu.ni nnvc. w« 

: U. S. POLICY. 

1 2. I REPLIED FIRST THAT PRESIDENT NIXON HAD ASKED ME TO EXPRESS 
HIS WARt^l - REGARDS AND CONTINUING SUPPORT FOR PRESIDENT THIEU S 
EFFORTS. I SAID THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD BEEN PARTICULARLY IMPRESSED 
! WITH THE PERFORMANCE OF ARVN TROOPS IN THE CAMBODIAN OPERATIONS 
i AND HAD ASKED ME TO EXPRESS HIS PLEASURE. REGARDING THE ANTI-WAR 
DEMONSTRATIONS, I SAID THAT WHILE THE ISS VE HAD BEEN LARGELY 
DEFUSED PRIOR TO DEVELOPMENTS IN CAMBODIA, THE DECISION TO ATTACK 
THE BASE AREAS HAD GIVEN THE DISSENTERS A NEW ISSUE ON THE GROUND 
THAT THE WAR WAS BEING EXPANDED. THE UNFORTUNATE SHOOTING OF FOUR 
STUDENTS AT KENT UNIVERSITY HAD INCREASED TENSIONS AND HAD 
RESULTED IN WIDESPREAD STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS. ON THE OTHER 
HAND, ALL THE POLLS SHOWED STRONG SUPPORT FOR PRESIDENT NIXON S 
POLICY. THE PRESIDENT, I SAID, HAD TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION 
THE POLITICAL RISKS INVOLVED IN HIS DECISION BUT HAD THE COURAGE 
TO DO WHAT HE WAS CONVINCED HAD TO BE DONE UNDER THE CIRCUM- 
STANCES. THE ANTI-WAR DEMONSTRATIONS HAD IN FACT STIMULATED 
COUNTER-DEMONSTRATIONS IN SUPPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. I FELT THAT 
IF THE CAMBODIAN OPERATIONS PROVE SUCCESSFUL, AS THERE IS EVERY 
EVIDENCE THEY WILL BE, THAT THE DISSENT WOULD AGAIN QUIET DOWN. 

3. I THEN ASKED PRESIDENT THIEU HAS VIEW OF THE CAMBODIAN 
SITUATION, ESPECIALLY WITH REFERENCE TO A) THE DEADLINE FOR 
WITHDRAWAL OF AMERICAN TROOPS BY JULY 1; B) THE POSITION OF 
THE LON NOL GOVERNMENT; AND C) STATUS OF RELATIONS BETWEEN 
CAMBODIA AND VIET-NAM AND HOW HE VIEWED THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
THESE. 

• 4. THIEU REPLIED THAT HE VIEWED THE PRESENCE OF US/VIETNAMESE 
FORCES IN CAMBODIA AS LIMITED IN PURPOSE: A) TO CLEAN OUT THE 
SANCTUARIES; B) TO PROTECT VIETNAMIZATION AND TO PROVIDE 
CONDITIONS FOR PACIFICATION TO PROGRESS; AND C) BY THEIR LIMITED 
ACTIONS DEMONSTRATE THAT WE HAVE NO DESIGNS ON CAMBODIA. 
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5. WITH REGARD TO THE JULY 1 DEADLINE FOR WITHDRAWAL, THIEU 

FELT THAT THE DESTRUCTION OF THE BASE AREAS SHOULD BE PRETTY WELL 

COMPLETED BY THAT TIME. SOME OF T » BE TERMINATED 
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s'ORE THEN, PERHAPS IN TWO OR THREE WEEKS. THE PRESENCE OF 
VIETNAMESE TROOPS BEYOND THAT TIME, HOWEVER, WOULD DEPEND IN 
PART ON WHAT WE MAY DISCOVER. IF MORE CACHES WERE UNCOVERED, 

' HE FELT THAT VIETNAMESE TROOPS' SHOULD REMAIN TO DESTROY THEM. 

6. HE BELIEVES THE VIETNAMESE FORCES CAN HANDLE THIS PROBLEM 
PERHAPS WITH SOME LOGISTIC AND AIR SUPPORT FROM US. HE FELT 
THAT A LARGE NUMBER OF TROOPS WOULD NOT BE NEEDED IN CAMBODIA. 
IN ANY CASE, IT WAS IMPORTANT FOR THE VIETNAMESE TROOPS TO 
RETURN TO VIET-NAM TO CONTINUE WITH PACIFICATION. WITH THE 
DESTRUCTION OF THE SANCTUARIES, THE OPPORTUNITY FOR ENTERING 
THE REMAINING VC STRONGHOLDS WITHIN VIET-NAM MUST BE FOLLOWED 
UP AND EXPLOITED. 

7. THIEU THEN RAISED THE QUESTION OF WHAT TO DO IN CASE OF 
THREATS BY THE ENEMY TO SOME OF THE CAMBODIAN CITIES. HE SAID 
THAT HE FELT THAT WHILE OUR TROOPS WERE THERE, IF CALLED UPON 
BY THE CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT FOR HELP, WE COULD NOT REFUSE. 

BUT IF AFTER OlJR TROOPS l pawit aw tmpoptamt ottv tc tupjt AT trMtrn 

AND THE CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT CALLS FOR HELP TO LIBERATE IT, 

WHAT SHOULD BE OUR RESPONSE? THIEU ADDED THAT HE VIEWED THE 
QUESTION OF RELIEVING PRESSURE ON THE CITIES AS A TEMPORARY 
OPERATION. WHEN THE PRESSURE IS RELIEVED, THEN OUR TROOPS 
SHOULD LEAVE. HE GAVE AS AN EXAMPLE THE SITUATION AT TAKEO. 

HE HAD ISSUED VERY STRICT ORDERS THAT THIS SHOULD BE A 
TEMPORARY OPERATION ON THE PERIMETER OF THE CITY, THAT VIET- 
NAMESE TROOPS WERE NOT ENTER THE CITY, BUT TO LEAVE THE AREA 
WHEN THE PRESSURE HAD BEEN RELIEVED. 

8. I SAID THAT THESE AND OTHER MATTERS HE HAD RAISED WERE 
QUESTIONS THAT GENERAL ABRAMS AND I SHOULD TALK TO HIM ABOUT 
IN DETAIL AND SUGGESTED THAT WE MEET EARLY NEXT WEEK TO GO 
OVER THE WHOLE QUESTION OF FUTURE OPERATIONS IN CAMBODIA AND 
THE GUIDANCE TO BE ISSUED TO OUR TROOPS WITH THE VIEW TO COOR- 
DINATING OUR ACTIONS BETWEEN OURSELVES AND WITH THE CAMBODIAN 
GOVERNMENT. THIEU AGREED THAT THIS WAS IMPORTANT AND THAT WE 
SHOULD MEET EARLY NEXT WEEK. 

9. THIEU THEN TURNED TO THE QUESTION OF LONGER RANGE ASSISTANCE 
AND ASKED WHAT WE PLANNED TO GIVE CAMBODIA, WHETHER WE PLANNED 
TO ENGAGE IN TRAINING OR TO SUPPLY ADVISORS; AND WHETHER WE HAD 
INFORMATION ABOUT WHAT OTHER COUNTRIES MIGHT PLAN TO DO. I SAID 
THAT WE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION, 
BUT BELIEVED THAT THESE SHOULD BE DELIVERED BY ARVN PLANES. I 
FELT THAT WE WOULD NOT ENGAGE IN TRAINING OURSELVES, BUT WOULD 
PREFER TO HAVE OTHERS, PREFERABLY ASIAN COUNTRIES, DO THIS, 

NOR WOULD WE SUPPLY ADVISORS. I SAID THAT I THOUGHT OTHER 
COUNTRIES HAD BEEN WAITING UNTIL AFTER THE DJAKARTA CONFERENCE 
TO DECIDE IN WHAT WAY THEY MIGHT HELP. I BELIEVED THAT THE 
THAIS WERE PREPARING TO TRAIN AND EQUIP SOME KHMER KROM 
FORCES AND THAT ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE MIGHT BE FORTHCOMING 
FROM OTHER COUNTRIES. 
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10. THIEU SAID HE SAW NO PROBLEM ABOUT THE DELIVERY OF WEAPONS, 
BUT THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE CAMBODIAN FORCES NEEDED MINES, 
BARBED WIRE, ENGINEER MATERIAL, AND ESPECIALLY COMMUNICATIONS. 

HE REMARKED THAT CAMBODIANS WERE INTERESTED IN RECRUITMENT OF 
ETHNIC CAMBODIANS IN VIET-NAM AND HE THOUGHT THIS COULD BE 
HANDLED, BUT SHOULD BE PROPERLY COORDINATED. HE HAD HAD A REPORT 
THAT SONG NGOC THANH HAD GONE TO VINH BINH AND CLAIMED THAT HE 
HAD RECRUITED 700 CAMBODIANS. IT WAS IMPORTANT, THEREFORE, TO 
REGULARIZE WHAT WAS DONE IN THIS RESPECT SO THAT IT WOULD NOT 
INTERFERE WITH VIETNAMESE MILITARY PLANS FOR RECRUITMENT. 


11. WITH REGARD TO THE RELATIONS WITH THE LON NOL GOVERNMENT, 
THIEU SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO SEE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS ON A 
MORE SOLID BASIS IN ORDER TO AVOID SITUATIONS WHICH MIGHT GIVE 
RISE TO CRITICISM ON BOTH SIDES AND TO STUDY THE PROBLEM OF 
RELATIONS FOR THE LONGER RANGE. TO MY QUERY AS TO WHETHER THE 
TREATMENT OF VIETNAMESE WITHIN CAMBODIA HAD IMPROVED, THIEU 
REPLIED THAT THERE HAD BEEN IMPROVEMENT, THAT THE PROBLEM 
DID NOT SEEM TO BE AT THE CENTER, BUT WAS CAUSED BY LACK OF 
GOVERNMENT CONTROL AT THE PROVINCIAL LEVEL. ALTHOUGH IT MIGHT 
BE THE DESIRE OF THE CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT TO EVACUATE ALL 
VIETNAMESE, THE GVN DID NOT WISH TO DO SO, BUT TO CREATE 
SATISFACTORY CONDITIONS FOR THEM TO CONTINUE LIVING IN 
CAMBODIA. 


12. I REFERRED TO A STATEMENT WHICH DR. DAN, PRESIDENTIAL 
ASSISTANT FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, WAS REPORTED TO HAVE MADE TO 
THE EFFECT THAT IF THE ATMOSPHERE OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST THE 
VIETNAMESE IN CAMBODIA IS NOT STOPPED AND IF INCREASING NUMBERS 
OF VIETNAMESE ARE FORCED TO GIVE UP THEIR PROPERTY AND RETURN 
TO VIET-NAM, HE WILL PROPOSE THE REPATRIATION OF CAMBODIANS 
IN SOUTH VIET-NAM IN EXCHANGE FOR THAT OF VIETNAMESE RESIDENTS 
IN CAMBODIA. THIEU REPLIED THAT THERE WAS NO THOUGHT OF DOING 
THIS AND COMMENTED THAT DR. DAN SOMETIMES SPOKE TOO FREELY 
AND TOO MUCH. 


13. TO MY QUERY AS TO WHAT PROGRESS HAD BEEN MADE IN THE 
ECONOMIC SITUATION, THIEU SAID THAT THE SENATE WAS TODAY 
CONSIDERING THE AUSTERITY TAX. IF IT ACCEPTED, XHE HOUSE VERSION 
THERE WOULD BE NO PROBLEM AND THE LAW WOtitb GO INTO EFFECT 
QUICKLY. IF THE SENATE AMENDED THE HOUSE BILL, IT WOULD, OF 



DECLASSIFIED 


4 K o •- ; i . / ■* < ‘ ^ i/ 





i i ' r . 

r sBMHoav iVNonvN 3 hi xv aionaoar 



# / 




SECRET 


Xl-CON 7986, (SECTION 2 OF 2) MAY 23 (NODIS /KHMER) 

' n?i U ?S E ^”fXS T ?*. B f RETURNED TO THE LOWER HOUSE AND THIS WOULD 
DELaY ACi ION. IN THE MEANTIME, THE GOVERNMENT HAD INCREASED 

ctad 9U o TI £ n Taxes t° substitute FOR THE AUSTERITY TAXES AS A 

MEASURE AND THIS HAD BEEN EXPLAINED BY THE MINISTERS 
OF ECONOMY AND FINANCE ON RADIO AND TV THE PRVIOUS NIGHT. 

ippoq??Tm?^n A ?? E TS A fu? E cSM I ^ R0DUCED » BUT THERE IS STILL SOME 

70 IT IN THE SENATE, ESPECIALLY ON THE PART OF 

HOPES TR ^T ?U£ I , R ANCE C01 ™ITTEE. HOWEVER, THIEU 
p B d ES *J B 5 ET _I HE LAW PASSED BY THE LOWER HOUSE IN SATISFACTORY 

SHOULD BE RADICALLY ALTERED BY THE SENATE, HE 
WOULD HOPE THE HOUSE COULD BE PERSUADED TO MAINTAIN ITS VERSION. 

,™ E ™4I-!5AL SITUATION. THIEU SAID that he THOUGHT the 
BE NT OP? n UA N o. WAS t2 BI ! TING D0WN AND THAT HIGH SCHOOLS WERE 

uf T "p 4 °s the 

ai THniif'u tucv Ann. n w r.£r‘ , ' , r!« , 'i« , * HO * n,lw,J Wfcfci JHtlR PROBLEMS 

MAMr222SrItl EY C0U t D N0T 00 S0 AS RAPIDLY as some of them wished. 

Kr U nl R Jr G e .r5 S rF ILL G0ING 0N IN THE SENATE REGARDING THE 

IN K THrq YFT SE RMT E Tc L /H??TMJ H Jn U SAID THAT HE IS N0T TAKING PART 

YE y»T?^ if-XSI 7 .?! 6 F0R THE PARTIES TO REALIZE THEIR 
2?L D JK ICULTIES before TAKING ANY ACTION, HE DOES NOT WANT TO 

^ATES T H fT A S?fi P ?nnp«f? c . AS rS° VERNMENT SLATES * BUT RATHER AS 
0UT T ITS T P0LICIES C00PERATE WITH THE GOVERNMENT IN CARRYING 

BUNKER 





